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11 Tips

for a Successful
Restaurant Fundraiser

Use the Restaurant-Fundraisers.com listings page to get
information on a variety of restaurant fundraiser programs
to help you decide what will work for your group.

Take a poll asking students and parents where they'd like
to attend a restaurant night. The more popular the restau-
rant, the more likely people will be to attend.

Let parents know why you are hosting a restaurant fund-
raiser. If parents understand how the funds raised will be
used, they may be more interested in participating.

Be willing to negotiate with a restaurant manager. If a
restaurant offers your group 10 percent of total proceeds,
ask to bump up that amount to 15 percent as a way to
better support your school. Or offer an incentive, such as
a free ad in an upcoming newsletter in exchange for the
better percentage.
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Remember, not all restaurant fundraisers need to be held
at dinner time. Try a breakfast fundraiser on a Saturday
during the school year, or hold a lunch event on a half-
day.

Try using a theme for the event, such as a Wild West Night
at a barbecue restaurant. This will make it even more fun
for families!
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Consider offering door prizes as another way to draw
attendees.

Use multiple channels to promote your event, including
emails, flyers, and Facebook and Twitter posts. Posters at
school, positioned in outdoor spots near the drop-off and
pickup lines, are also helpful.

Take lots of photos during the event and post them on
Facebook. It's a great way to capture the excitement of
the evening! (Get permission from parents before posting
photos.)

Be generous with thank-yous after the event. Thank par-
ents on multiple platforms (email, Facebook, and Twitter).
Send a thank-you note to the restaurant manager. And
don't forget to thank any parents or students who helped
with planning or on the night of the event.

Do a quick survey within a week of your event to find out
whether families enjoyed the restaurant and have any
suggestions for future restaurant nights.
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Restaurant Fundraiser Night

Planning Timeline

Back-to-school time

« Decide on your restaurant fundraiser strategy for the school
year. How often will you hold these events—monthly? A few
times a year? What restaurants would you like to use?

« Working with the PTO board, get dates for the year on the
calendar, making sure there are no conflicts with school or
townwide events.

« Set up a meeting with the manager of a local restaurant
where you'd like to host your first fundraiser. Plan this meeting
for at least a month ahead of when your first event will take
place.

« Confirm with the manager how the fundraising program

works; make sure there’s agreement on what percentage of
total proceeds will be given to your group.

One month out

« Confirm the event date with the restaurant.

- Send an initial flyer announcing the event to parents.

- Send a separate invitation to teachers.

« Ask a few parent volunteers to help at the event. It's great to

have a parent greet families as they arrive, while another acts
as event photographer.
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Two weeks out
- Post a save-the-date announcement on Facebook and Twitter.

One week out

+ Send a reminder email to families. You may also want to send
out a second flyer, particularly if you are inviting younger
grades. (Those parents tend to go through backpacks more
diligently!)

« Confirm with your event volunteers.
« Purchase any prizes you plan to give out at the event. (Some

groups do trivia questions or door prizes to make the evening
more exciting.)

One day prior

- Post a final reminder on Facebook and Twitter.




Day of event
« Create a large reminder poster and set it outside the school so
parents will see it at drop-off and pickup times.

- Stop by the restaurant early in the day to make sure no unex-
pected events (power outage, kitchen firel) have occurred.

- Deliver restaurant night reminder stickers to teachers and ask
them to give one to each student at the end of the school day.
(Many children will wear the stickers home to remind their
parents of the fundraiser!)

« Go to the restaurant about an hour ahead of start time. If al-
lowed, display school spirit items and a welcome sign. (If you
are giving away prizes, find a place to store them.)

« Bring extra flyers in case the restaurant requires families to
turn them in for your group to get credit; some parents may
forget to bring theirs. (Note that many restaurants do not
allow fundraising groups to distribute flyers in the parking lot,
however.)

At event
+ Be on hand to engage with families as they arrive and help
with any issues or concerns, such as dietary restrictions.

- Stay in touch with the manager as needed as the evening
progresses.

« Have fun!
Day after event
+ Send a thank-you to families via email and your social chan-

nels.

« Check in with the restaurant manager to confirm payment
amount and when it will be received.

+ Send a thank-you letter to the restaurant manager.
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Bring your appetite to the ABC Elementary PTO’s
Macaroni Grill fundraising night!

The restaurant will donate back to our group 15% of money spent, which will go toward
books for our newly renovated library. So come hungry and enjoy a night out with your

family!

When: 5 p.m.to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 23
Where: Macaroni Grill, 123 Main Street, Anytown

Contact the PTO at fundraising@abcpto.com with questions.

Note: We earn money based on which people who dine at the restaurant give this flyer to their server at the
beginning of the meal. So don’t forget your flyer (and feel free to make copies or take extras to share with
your neighbors and friends).

. Download this flyer as a fully editable Word document
Restaurant-Fu ndralsers.com from the Tools page on Restaurant-Fundraisers.com.


http://www.restaurant-fundraisers.com/tools#promote

DY Restaurant Night

Bring your appetite to the ABC Elementary PTO’s
Macaroni Grill fundraising night!

The restaurant will donate back to our group 15% of money spent, which will go toward
books for our newly renovated library. So come hungry and enjoy a night out with your

family!

When: 5p.m.to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 23
Where: Macaroni Grill, 123 Main Street, Anytown

Contact the PTO at fundraising@abcpto.com with questions.

Note: We earn money based on which people who dine at the restaurant give this flyer to their server at the
beginning of the meal. So don’t forget your flyer (and feel free to make copies or take extras to share with
your neighbors and friends).

° Download this flyer as a fully editable Word document
ReSta urant—Fundralsers.com from the Tools page on Restaurant-Fundraisers.com.


http://www.restaurant-fundraisers.com/tools#promote

Bring your appetite to the ABC Elementary PTO’s
Macaroni Grill fundraising night!

The restaurant will donate back to our group 15% of money spent, which will go toward
books for our newly renovated library. So come hungry and enjoy a night out with your

family!

When: 5 p.m.to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 23
Where: Macaroni Grill, 123 Main Street, Anytown

Contact the PTO at fundraising@abcpto.com with questions.

Note: We earn money based on which people who dine at the restaurant give this flyer to their server at the
beginning of the meal. So don’t forget your flyer (and feel free to make copies or take extras to share with
your neighbors and friends).

° Download this flyer as a fully editable Word document
ReSta ura nt'Fu ndralsers-com from the Tools page on Restaurant-Fundraisers.com.


http://www.restaurant-fundraisers.com/tools#promote

Restaurant Fundraiser Sample Text: Announcement
Use this to share info about your fundraising night on your website or in an email message.

Make plans to dine out with your family at Macaroni Grill next month! The ABC Elementary
PTO is having a restaurant night fundraiser on Tuesday, Sept. 23, from 5-9 p.m. We will get 15%
of everything spent on food that night by anyone who shares our flyer with their server. You get
a nice meal with your family, the PTO gets extra funds for school library books. Win-win!
Download a pdf of the flyer to bring with you (and feel free to print extra to share with your
friends and neighbors).

Copy and paste this sample text to share info about your
fundraising night on your website or in an email message.

m Restaura nt‘FundraiserS com You can also download a Word Document with the sample text

from the Tools page on Restaurant-Fundraisers.com.
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Restaurant Night
Tonight!
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Date/Time:

Place:

Restau ra nt—Fu nd raiserSC()m Download and print this page as a 17"x22" poster or

The site for fun and profitable restaurant nights 8.5"x11" flyer, then write in the details for your event.
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Download these reminder stickers as a customizable Word document
from the Tools page on Restaurant-Fundraisers.com.

Restaurant-Fundraisers.com
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ABC Elementary PTO

111 Main Street, Anytown, ME 55555 « www.abcelementarypto.org ¢ info@abcelementarypto.org

DATE

Manager Name
Restaurant Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Dear Manager Name,

Thank you for hosting our parent group at your location for our restaurant fundraising night! We
had a great time, and we’ve heard from many families that their meals were delicious. Your
donation of $250 will be put toward new books for the school, to fill the shelves in our recently
renovated library. We know our students will be able to enjoy reading them for years to come.

The ABC Elementary PTO is a Maine-based nonprofit organization recognized under section
501(c)(3) of the IRS tax code. For your records, please note that the ABC Elementary PTO’s tax
ID number is 99-1234567.

We are so grateful for your support of our school community. On behalf of all the students, thank
you again. We hope to join you again soon for another meal!

Sincerely,

Maggie McConnell
Restaurant Night Chairwoman
ABC Elementary PTO

o Download this thank-you letter as a fully editable Word document
Restaurant-Fu nd raisers.com from the Tools page on Restaurant-Fundraisers.com.
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Thank you to Joe’s Restaurant for
supporting ABC Elementary School!

Download this thank-you coloring page as a customizable Word document
Restaurant-Fundraisers.com from the Tools page on Restaurant-Fundraisers.com.
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